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CARLISLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PLANNED INSTRUCTION COVER PAGE 

 
TITLE OF COURSE: Advanced Placement European History      SUBJECT AREA: Social Studies    GRADE LEVEL: 11 & 12 

COURSE LENGTH: (Semester/Year): Year       DURATION: 50 min./day       FREQUENCY: 5 times/week 

PREREQUISITES: U.S. History II; World History I; qualifying standards CREDIT: 1 CREDIT     LEVEL: Advanced Placement 

 
Course Description/Objectives:   

 

This advanced placement course is an elective for juniors and seniors who meet established admissions criteria.  It will prepare students for the AP 

European exam. Successful completion of that exam may provide students with college credit.  The course will also serve as an alternative to the 

junior-level requirement, U.S. Citizenship.   

The study of European history since 1450 introduces students to cultural, economic, political, and social developments that played a fundamental role 

in shaping the world in which they live. Without this knowledge, we would lack the context for understanding the development of contemporary 

institutions, the role of continuity and change in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of current forms of artistic expression and 

intellectual discourse. In addition to providing a basic narrative of events and movements, the goals of AP European History are to develop (a) an 

understanding of some of the principal themes in modern European history, (b) an ability to analyze historical evidence and historical interpretation, 

and (c) an ability to express historical understanding in writing. 

 

 

Text:  

A History of the Modern World; R.R. Palmer; McGraw-Hill, 2007 

A History of Western Society; John P. McCay; Houghton-Miffline Co., 2006 

Culture & Values: A Survey of Western Humanities; Lawrence S. Cunnigham; Holt, Rinehart, Winston, Inc., 1994 

Great Issues in Western Civilization, Volumes I & II; Brian Turney; McGraw-Hill, 1992 

 

Curriculum Writing Committee:  

Jason Erb 
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COURSE TIME LINE 

 
Unit 1:  Middle Ages 

 

1  week 

Unit 2:  The Renaissance 

 

2  weeks 

Unit 3:  Protestant Reformation 

 

2 weeks 

Unit 4:  Wars of Religion 

 

2 weeks 

Unit 5:  Overseas Expansion 

 

2 weeks 

Unit 6:  Absolutism and Constitutionalism in Western Europe 

 

2 weeks 

Unit 7:  Absolutism in Eastern Europe 

 

2 seeks 

Unit 8:  Scientific Revolution 

 

2 weeks 

Unit 9:  Enlightenment 

 

2 weeks 

Unit 10:  Eighteenth Century Expansion 

 

2 weeks 

Unit 11:  French Revolution and Napoleonic Europe 

 

2 weeks 

Unit 12:  Industrial Revolution 

 

1 week 

Unit 13:  Ideologies and Revolts of the Nineteenth Century 

 

1 week 

Unit 14:  Age of Nationalism 

 

2 weeks 

Unit 15:  European Economics, Politics, Society and Culture (1871-1914) 

 

1 week 

Unit 16:  Western Imperialism 

 

2 weeks 

Unit 17:  World War I & The Russian Revolution 

 

2 weeks 

Unit 18:  Age of Anxiety 

 

1 week 
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Unit 19:  World War II 

 

1 week 

Unit 20:  Cold War & Beyond 

 

1 week 

Review for AP College Board Examination 

 

1 week 

Total: 

 

34 weeks 

 

NOTE:  The AP exam is usually given in the first week in May.  That represents about 34 weeks of the teaching year.  The twenty units listed above 

are specifically geared to preparing students for that exam.  The two-week time frame of most of the units is intended to be an approximate guide for 

the completion of this core content.  Actual times may vary, plus or minus a week. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  1 week     

UNIT # 1:   The Middle Ages         GRADE:   11-12        

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.G:  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  1 week     

UNIT # 1:   The Middle Ages         GRADE:   11-12        

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 The Middle Ages was a time period of cultural decay, senseless violence, 

and artistic and architectural stagnation. 

 While the growth of the church and the increasing power of the papacy 

laid the groundwork for an ongoing struggle between religious and secular 

rulers, technological and architectural advances laid the foundations in 

which a modern Europe could emerge. 

UNDERSTANDINGS: 

The spread of Christianity, which began in the Roman Empire and continued into the early Middle Ages with the conversion of barbarian tribes and the peoples of 

eastern Europe, gave Europe a common religion. The growth of the church and the increasing power of the papacy laid the groundwork for an ongoing struggle 

between secular and religious power. In the Early Middle Ages, Europe underwent social, economic, and political transformations as agricultural innovations 

encouraged population growth, towns and commerce flourished, and feudal relations laid the foundations for the growth of national monarchies. By about the year 

1300, Europe had become a recognizable geographic, cultural, and political entity among the Mediterranean civilizations into which the Greco-Roman world had 

divided. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY: 

Document-Based Essay:  Using provided documents, assess the validity of identifying the European Middle Ages as a “Dark Age” in European History. 

While the growth of the church and the increasing power of the papacy laid the groundwork for an ongoing struggle between religious and secular rulers, 

technological and architectural advances laid the foundations in which a modern Europe could emerge. 

KNOW                                               DO 

 Discuss the causes and effects of the Black Death. 

 Explain how the feudal system functioned. 

 Compare and contrast Latin Christendom, Greek Christendom, and the    

        Muslim World. 

 Analyze the causes and effects of the Hundred Years‟ War. 

 Identify and assess the issues that damaged the prestige of the church. 

 Identify and describe the reform efforts of the Catholic Church. 

 Identify and describe the effects of the Babylonian Captivity on the papacy. 

 Discuss the conciliar movement and its key figures. 

 Discuss the significance of the Gothic Cathedral. 

 Cite examples of vernacular literature from the period. 

 Explain why the later Middle Ages witnessed the beginning of an era of      

  peasant rebellions. 

 Using video clips and readings, create a matrix that identifies the 

economic, social, and political effects of the Black Death. 

 Read and interpret examples of vernacular literature. 

 Using primary sources, analyze perspectives between popes and temporal 

rulers regarding the role of the papacy in society and government. 

 Develop a timeline that traces the reform efforts of the church. 

 Assess the degree to which the reciprocity of the feudalistic order 

benefitted all participants. 

 Evaluate the legitimacy of dubbing the Middle Ages the “Dark Ages.” 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT # 2:    The Renaissance         GRADE:   11-12        

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.G:  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT # 2:    The Renaissance         GRADE:   11-12        

UNDERSTANDINGS 

The cultural contributions of the Renaissance transformed the arts, literature, and conceptions of the human experience, politics, and religion. The Italians paved the way for a 

more secular outlook on life, while the northern Renaissance thinkers grappled with Christianity and the challenge of restoring its vitality. National monarchs sought to control all 

aspects of government within their domains, including religion, reinforcing the reality of religious divisions among European societies. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  In what ways and to what extent did the political and religious atmosphere of the Renaissance contribute to artistic, academic, and scientific achievements? 

KNOW DO 

 Identify the reasons why the Renaissance began in Florence, Italy. 

 List the characteristics, names, and countries of the “New Monarchs” 

and describe how they laid the foundations for the national, or territorial, 

state. 

 Identify and describe the characteristics of Renaissance art. 

 Differentiate among artistic and literary works from the Early, High, and 

Northern Renaissance. 

 Explain how patronage functioned as a political strategy. 

 Describe the rise of the Habsburg Dynasty and locate their lands on a 

map. 

 List Renaissance ideals. 

 Explain the reasons for the witch-craze. 

 Explain how the Renaissance manifested itself in politics, government, 

and social organization. 

 Explain how collective responsibility became replaced by a new focus 

on individualism. 
 Describe the role of the humanists in popularizing vernacular and their 

forging of modern critical methods and literary styles. 

 Describe the new political philosophy introduced by Machiavelli. 

 Assess which played a greater role in Renaissance society – a wish to keep 

power, or a wish to expose the truth.   

 Analyze Renaissance perspectives. 

 Compare and Contrast the Renaissance to the Middle Ages. 

 Deduce Renaissance ideals from literary works of the era. 

 Free-Response Essay:  In what ways and to what extent did the political and 

religious atmosphere of the Renaissance contribute to artistic, academic, 

and scientific achievements? 

 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 The Renaissance was a time of relative peace and prosperity that 

witnessed increased opportunities for all members of Renaissance 

society. 

 Renaissance politics were very turbulent and the typical citizen experienced 

little to no improvement in his or her socioeconomic status, or ability to 

participate in governmental affairs.  In fact, the relative standing of upper 

class women actually declined. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT # 3:    The Protestant Reformation       GRADE:   11-12        

 

 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.G:  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

The crisis in papal authority in the fourteenth century encouraged the rise of sects and calls for reform. By the sixteenth century, criticisms of 

Catholic practices and the corruption of the church culminated in the emergence of Protestantism. Catholics responded to the spread of Protestantism 

with a renewed commitment to missionary activities. Both Catholicism and Protestantism sought to enforce religious conformity, often through the 

state. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  “Luther was both a revolutionary and a conservative.”  Evaluate this statement with respect to Luther‟s responses to the 

political and social questions of the day. 

Free-Response Essay:  Critically evaluate the following statement:  Martin Luther did not intend to break from the church, but rather reform it. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT # 3:    The Protestant Reformation       GRADE:   11-12        

KNOW DO 

 Cite evidence that the church was in disarray in the 16
th
 century. 

 Identify and explain the various efforts on the part of individuals and 

groups to reform the church. 

 On a map, identify the lands controlled by Charles V. 

 Explain the significance of the Papal Bull of 1356. 

 Compare and contrast the theologies of Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, the 

Catholic Church, Anabaptists, and Anglicans. 

 Identify and describe the kinds of political discontent that fueled the 

Reformation in Germany. 

 Describe the causes and effects of the German Peasant‟s Revolt of 

1525. 

 Describe the relationship between Protestantism and capitalism. 

 Describe how Protestantism affected the structure of family life and the 

opportunities for women. 

 Describe the causes and effects of the English Reformation. 

 Identify and describe both the goals and achievements of the Council of 

Trent. 

 Identify and describe the new religious orders that emerged during the 

Catholic Reformation. 

 List the features of the Counter-Reformation. 

 Explain how religious conformity was enforced among Catholic and 

Protestants. 

 Identify and describe the characteristics of Baroque art. 

 Using primary sources, analyze the perspectives of Martin Luther and Johann 

Tetzel regarding the sale of indulgences. 

 Interpret the work of art entitled “The Folly of Indulgences” and explain how 

it satirizes indulgences. 

 Deduce and categorize the features of the Counter-Reformation using primary 

sources. 

 Critically evaluate the following statement:  Martin Luther did not intend to 

break from the church but rather reform it. 

 Evaluate the degree to which Luther was both a revolutionary and a 

conservative with respect to his responses to the political and social questions 

of the day. 

 Compare and contrast the Lutheran Reformation and Catholic Reformation of 

the 16
th
 century regarding the reform of both religious doctrines and religious 

practices 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Martin Luther broke ties with the Catholic Church, and was solely 

responsible for beginning the Protestant movement. 

 Martin Luther encouraged peasants to use scripture as a basis revolt 

from provincial leaders, and felt that Protestants need not abide by 

provincial laws.  

 The Anglican Church, or Church of England, did not begin as a 

Protestant church. 

 Martin Luther maintained very close ties with the Catholic Church for much 

of his life serving as a monk and professor of Catholic theology.  It was the 

Catholic church that cut ties with Luther and the Diet of Speyer that gave us 

the term “Protestant.” 

 Martin Luther never condoned peasant revolts, but rather lashed out harshly 

against them.  Unlike Calvin, Luther did not advocate a theocracy.  Instead, 

Luther felt all Protestants lived within the state and should respect and obey 

statutes. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #4:    Wars of Religion         GRADE:   11-12        

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.G:  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Beginning in the latter half of the sixteenth century, war and religious issues dominated politics and were intertwined so that religion was 

commonly used to rationalize wars, which were often fought for power and territorial expansion. Although the religious frontier that had 

emerged as early as the latter sixteenth century would prove permanent, it was generally unaccepted until the Thirty Years‟ War concluded 

in 1648.  With the ruin of the Holy Roman Empire and the decline of Spain, the Dutch, English, and French soon came to dominate 

European politics, economics, and culture.  The Dutch and English allied against French incursions with some success. The treaty of 

Utrecht confirmed the system of sovereign states established earlier by the Peace of Westphalia with France and Britain remaining the 

most vigorous powers in Europe. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #4:    Wars of Religion         GRADE:   11-12        

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Analyze the various ways in which the Thirty Years‟ War (1618-1648) represented a turning point in European history. 

KNOW DO 

 Describe how Charles V divided his territory upon abdication. 

 Analyze the causes and consequences of the religious wars in France, the 

Netherlands and Germany. 

 Identify and describe the phases of the Thirty Years‟ War. 

 Describe the provisions of the Peace of Westphalia. 

 Identify the key participants in the revolt in the Netherlands and explain 

their objectives. 

 Identify and explain the factors that prompted Queen Elizabeth to get 

involved in the revolt in the Netherlands. 

 Define the Union of Utrecht 

 Explain the significance of the Treaty of Cateau-Cambresis. 

 Describe how the Pragmatic Sanction of Bourges and the Concordat of 

Bologna affected the relationship between church and state in France. 

 Explain the causes and effects of the St. Bartholomew‟s Day Massacre. 

 Define the term politique and give examples. 

 Explain how the Edit of Nantes and Peace of Alais affected France. 

 Explain how the religious crises of this period affected religious faith, 

literacy and artistic developments, and the status of women. 

 Analyze the various ways in which the Thirty Years‟ War (1618-1648) 

represented a turning point in European history. 

 Analyze the relationship between politics and religion by examining the 

wars of religion by choosing two specific examples from the following:  

Dutch Revolt, French Wars of Religion, English Civil War, Thirty 

Years‟ War. 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 The Wars of Religion were based on religious differences waged by church 

leaders. 

 The conflicts during this era always witnessed Protestants fighting 

Catholics. 

 The Wars of Religion were waged by temporal rulers who sought to 

expand their power and territory, but mask their true motives by 

invoking religious appeals. 

 Catholic and Protestant countries did ally together against common 

enemies at times, such as Catholic France entering the Thirty Years‟ 

War on the side of the Protestants to oppose the Hapsburgs. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #5:    Wars Overseas Exploration       GRADE:   11-12        

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Document-Based Essay:  Analyze the various motives for European exploration and conquest from the 15
th

-16
th

 centuries. 

 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Overseas expansion broadened the geographical horizons of Europeans and brought them into confrontation with ancient civilizations in 

Africa, Asia, and the Americas.  These confrontations led first to conquest, then to exploitation, and finally to profound social changes in both 

Europe and the conquered territories. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #5:    Wars Overseas Exploration       GRADE:   11-12        

 

KNOW DO 

 Identify and describe the factors that led to a commercial 

revolution and price revolution. 

 Describe the significance of the voyages of Da Gama, 

Columbus, Cabral, Hudson, Diaz, Balboa, Vespucci, and 

Magellan. 

 Identify and describe the motives of the conquistadors. 

 Describe the results of the first encounters between the Spanish 

and Native Americans. 

 Describe how the 1494 Treaty of Tordesillas affected overseas 

exploration. 

 Explain how and why slave labor became the dominant form of 

labor organization in the New World. 

 Explain why the 16
th

 century is considered the Golden Century 

of Spain. 

 Explain the impact of the Columbian Exchange. 

 Identify and explain the principles of mercantilism. 

 Analyze the social, economic, and political impact of the early 

voyages of exploration. 

 Read royal and papal decrees, journal entries, and examine 

explorer sketches and explain how native peoples were viewed 

and treated. 

 Using various media resources, construct support for the 

following statements:  1.) Spanish conquistadors raided the 

Americas for riches and mistreated native peoples.  2.) Several 

reasons explain the Spanish success in the Americas. 

 Analyze the changes in the European economy from about 1450 

to 1700 brought about by the voyages of exploration and by 

colonization citing specific examples. 

 Explain how advances in learning and technology influenced 

fifteenth-and sixteenth-century European exploration and trade. 

 Analyze the influence of the theory of mercantilism on the 

domestic and foreign policies of France, 1600-1715. 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 All native peoples disliked Europeans and fought against them. 

 Mercantilists encouraged guilds. 

 Many native peoples allied with Europeans to fight common 

enemies. 

 Generally, mercantilists frowned upon the restrictive nature of 

guilds and governments supported cottage industry. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #6:     Absolutism and Constitutionalism in Western Europe   GRADE:   11-12        

 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

In the period between roughly 1589 and 1715, two basic patterns of government emerged in Europe:  absolute monarchy and the 

constitutional state.  Subsequently, most European countries would model their governments from one of these two forms.  The period also 

saw economic hardship for Spain, France, Germany and England, while the Netherlands experienced a golden age.  England underwent the 

civil struggles that produced a workable form of government under Parliamentary control. Yet, Louis XIV‟s absolutist rule overshadowed 

both England and the Dutch republic. Louis XIV promoted French culture, cultivated the loyalty of the bourgeoisie and the peasantry against 

the power of the aristocracy, and transformed the army into a national, unified force. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Document-Based Essay:  To what extent did rulers and their subjects view the proper role of an absolute monarch differently? 

Free-Response Essay:  Louis XIV declared his goal was “one king, one law, one faith.”  Analyze the methods the king used to achieve this 

objective and discuss the extent to which he was successful. 

Free-Response Essay:  Describe and analyze the changes in the role of Parliament in English politics between the succession of James I and 

the Glorious Revolution.  
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #6:     Absolutism and Constitutionalism in Western Europe   GRADE:   11-12        

 

KNOW DO 

 Define absolutism. 

 Identify and explain the contributions of Henry IV and Cardinal Richelieu to 

the development of absolute monarchy in France. 

 Identify and describe the social and economic factors that limited absolute 

monarchs. 

 Identify and describe the expansionist policies of Louis XIV. 

 Explain how the balance of power was maintained against Louis XIV‟s push 

for universal monarchy. 

 Explain the role of the stadholder in Dutch political life. 

 Explain how William of Orange staved off threats to the Dutch republic. 

 Explain why the seventeenth century is considered the “golden age of the 

Netherlands”. 

 Define ship-money. 

 List the reasons that sparked rebellion in England in the mid-seventeenth 

century. 

 Explain how Oliver Cromwell rose to power and how he governed under the 

Commonwealth. 

 Identify and describe the radical minority groups that emerged in 17
th
 century 

England. 

 Sequence the rise of England‟s constitutional monarchy from James I through 

the Glorious Revolution. 

 Describe the causes and effects of the War of Spanish Succession. 

 Sequence the development of royal absolutism in France and describe the 

contributions of Henry IV, Richelieu, Louis XIV, and Colbert. 

 

 Louis XIV declared his goal was “one king, one law, one faith.”  

Analyze the methods the king used to achieve this objective and discuss 

the extent to which he was successful. 

 Evaluate the extent to which absolutism affected the power and status 

of the European nobility in the period 1650-1750 using examples from 

at least two countries. 

 Describe and analyze the changes in the role of Parliament in English 

politics between the succession of James I and the Glorious Revolution. 

 Compare and contrast two theories of government in the period from 

1640 to 1780. 

 Compare and contrast the perspectives regarding the proper role of an 

absolute monarch. 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Absolute monarchy in France was solely the result of Louis XIV‟s effective 

leadership. 

 England was devoid of the civil struggles other European countries 

experienced during this timeframe.    

 Louis XIV inherited a state in which folks such as Henry IV and 

Cardinal Richelieu had already laid the basis for the development of an 

absolutist state. 

 England fought its own civil war, but emerged with a limited monarchy 

thanks to the power of Parliament. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #7:     Absolutism in Eastern Europe       GRADE:   11-12        

 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details 

to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 

relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, and 

evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

In the century following the Peace of Westphalia, the three powers dominating eastern Europe, the Holy Roman Empire, the Republic of Poland, and the 

Ottoman empire, were pushed aside by three new, more modern powers. Prussia, Austria, and Russia rose to dominate eastern Europe. These three states 

did not participate in the commercial revolution that transformed social classes in western Europe. Instead, the landed aristocracy retained a strong hold on 

political and economic life. Serfdom in eastern Europe became more entrenched between the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries even as it disappeared in 

western Europe. In Austria, the Habsburgs recovered their power, repulsed the Turks, and resolved, albeit temporarily, problems of succession. Prussia 

soon dominated eastern Europe by cultivating militarism among the Junkers, the Prussian land-owning nobility. In Russia, the early Romanov tsars 

pursued strategies of absolutism similar to the policies of their western counterparts. Peter the Great pursued the rapid westernization of Russian society, 

which resulted in a social revolution. All three of the new powers benefited from the partitions of Poland, which unsettled the system of sovereign states 

recently established by the Peace of Westphalia and shifted the balance of power among European states. 

 COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Analyze the major ways through which Tsar Peter the Great (1689-1725) sought to reform his society and its intuitions in order to 

strengthen Russia and its position in Europe. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #7:     Absolutism in Eastern Europe       GRADE:   11-12        

 

KNOW DO 

 Explain why the basic structure of society in Easter Europe moved 

away from that of western Europe in the early modern period. 

 Explain why many German states insisted on preserving their 

“Germanic liberties” and why other European nations were willing 

to come to their aid. 

 Describe how the Turks governed their empire. 

 List the common factors of weakness among the three aging 

empires. 

 Explain how the Habsburgs renewed their power since the Peace of 

Westphalia. 

 Describe the ascendency of the Hohenzollerns.  

 Discuss the economic and social ramifications of Prussian 

militarism. 

 Explain Peter the Great‟s efforts to westernize Russia. 

 Describe Sweden‟s transition from a great power to a small one. 

 

 Analyze the military, political, and social factors that account for the 

rise of Prussia between 1640 and 1786. 

 Analyze the major ways through which Tsar Peter the Great (1689-

1725) sought to reform his society and its intuitions in order to 

strengthen Russia and its position in Europe. 

 Compare and contrast western and eastern absolutism with regard to 

the monarchy, nobility, middle class and the peasants. 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Monarchial absolutism was entirely triumphant across Eastern 

Europe. 

 Serfdom had disappeared by the seventeenth century in Europe. 

 A notable exception to the triumph of absolutism in Eastern Europe 

was Poland. 

 While serfdom had virtually disappeared in Western Europe by the 

seventeenth century, serfdom in eastern Europe had become even 

more entrenched and consolidated as a characteristic of society. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #8:     The Scientific Revolution       GRADE:   11-12        

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

 

 

 

 

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

In the seventeenth century, science became modern. Scientific methods were defined, and scientific knowledge was increasingly applied 

practically. Scientific thought influenced popular culture, reshaped conceptions of God and the universe, and was heralded as the main force 

of progress.  Human beings were considered rational, and states were subjected to the rigors of reason as well. The faith in science, progress, 

reason and rationality would fuel the cultural revolution of the Enlightenment in the next century. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #8:     The Scientific Revolution       GRADE:   11-12        

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Explain the development of the scientific method in the seventeenth century and the impact of scientific thinking on 

traditional sources of authority. 

Free-Response Essay:  Analyze the ways in which the new astronomy of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries changed scientific thought 

and methods. 

KNOW DO 

 Explain how advances in physics and astronomy reshaped conceptions 

of God and the world. 

 Define skepticism and describe its impact on the historical sciences, 

law, and religious scholarship. 

 Describe the philosophy of natural law and natural right. 

 Compare and contrast the ideas of John Locke and Thomas Hobbes. 

 Differentiate between the inductive and deductive method. 

 List the assumptions underlying Descartes‟ idea of Cartesian dualism. 

 Describe how discoveries in physiology reshaped thinking about the 

human body. 

 Explain the practical ramifications of scientific advancement during 

Newton‟s time. 

 Analyze the ways in which the new astronomy of the sixteenth and 

seventeenth centuries changed scientific thought and methods. 

 Explain the development of the scientific method in the 

seventeenth century and the impact of scientific thinking on 

traditional sources of authority. 

 Explain how natural law shaped the earliest attempts at 

formulating international law. 

 Analyze how natural law philosophers justified different systems 

of government. 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Scientific advancement in the seventeenth century was directly 

correlated to the diminishing role of the church in society. 

 While the role of the church was being redefined, the rise of 

scientific advancement was a result of the long-term contributions 

of medieval universities, the Renaissance humanist‟s search for the 

knowledge of antiquity, and the navigational challenges of the 15
th

 

and 16
th

 centuries. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #9:     The Enlightenment         GRADE:   11-12        

 

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Analyze the ways in which specific intellectual and scientific developments of the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries contributed to the emergence of the religious outlook known as “Deism.” 

Free-Response Essay:  Evaluate the extent to which the Enlightenment expressed optimist ideas in the eighteenth century Europe by 

referencing specific individuals and their works. 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

In the eighteenth century the principles of progress and scientific advancement first elucidated the century before became widely accepted 

and transformed the existing religious and theological world-view.  This transformation yielded a view of the world in secular and scientific 

terms and was largely confined to the upper classes as they interacted with talented writers.  And while few individuals abandoned religious 

beliefs altogether, the role of churches and religious thinking in earthly affairs and in the pursuit of knowledge was substantially reduced. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #9:     The Enlightenment         GRADE:   11-12        

 

KNOW DO 

 Define “philosophe” and identify examples. 

 Explain how the religious movements of the eighteenth century 

reflected a widening gap between the elite and popular cultures. 

 Describe the role Paris salons played in the spread of Enlightenment 

ideas. 

 Describe the role of women in the “republic of letters.” 

 Describe Voltaire‟s ideas on religion, politics, and human nature. 

 Define “deism.” 

 Explain Rousseau‟s idea of the social contract. 

 Describe the economic principles embraced by the physiocrats. 

 Define “enlightened despot.” 

 Identify the enlightened despots and explain how they governed 

their respective countries. 

 Compare and contrast the enlightened despots. 

 Describe the process, goals, and outcomes of the partitioning of 

Poland. 

 Identify the sources of discontent in England despite Parliamentary 

rule. 

 

 Evaluate the degree to which the enlightened depots were both 

“enlightened” and “despotic.” 

 Compare and contrast the economic principles of mercantilists and 

physiocrats. 

 Evaluate the extent to which the Enlightenment expressed optimist ideas 

in the eighteenth century Europe by referencing specific individuals and 

their works. 

 Analyze the ways in which specific intellectual and scientific 

developments of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries contributed to 

the emergence of the religious outlook knows as “Deism.” 

 Evaluate the assertion that many political leaders‟ methods for assuring 

votes in Parliament were forms of corruption. 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Most abandoned religion in the pursuit of scientific knowledge. 

 The enlightened depots represented a group of monarchs committed 

to extending the liberties of their subjects. 

 Very few individuals abandoned religious beliefs altogether, rather the 

role of churches in earthly affairs was significantly reduced. 

 The enlightened despots were particularly interested in centralizing their 

governments and went about doing so by presenting themselves as 

champions of enlightenment ideals. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #10:    Eighteenth Century Expansion       GRADE:   11-12        

 

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Document-Based Essay:  Analyze attitudes and responses to the “poor” in Europe. 

Free-Response Essay:  Analyze the economic and social consequences of the eighteenth-century Agricultural Revolution. 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details 

to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 

relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, and 

evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

 

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

In the eighteenth century, the new accumulations of wealth and knowledge among Europeans resulted in an ever-widening gap between elite and popular 

culture as life for most people remained a struggle with poverty and uncertainty.  Only in science and thought had Western society succeeded in going 

beyond the great achievements of the High Middle Ages.  Nonetheless, the economic basis of European life was beginning to change as population 

growth resumed and colonial empires developed.  Leading the way were the rising Atlantic powers –Holland, France, and England.  Still though, war 

absorbed the continent throughout the mid-eighteenth century, with the main conflicts taking place between Austria and Prussia, and France and Britain.  



24 

 

KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #10:    Eighteenth Century Expansion       GRADE:   11-12        

 

KNOW DO 

 Describe the open-field system. 

 Identify and describe the causes of the Agricultural Revolution. 

 Describe the effects of the enclosure movement. 

 Describe the putting-out system. 

 Describe the changes that occurred in marriage and the family. 

 Describe how attitudes toward children evolved. 

 Describe the patterns of popular religion and cultures. 

 Identify and describe the significance of Adam Smith and his economic ideas. 

 Compare and contrast the Whigs and Tories. 

 Identify and describe the causes and effects of the “Bubble Act.” 

 Describe the roles of Africa, Asia, and the Americas within the European-

dominated global economy. 

 Identify what made trade with the Americas more significant for Europe‟s 

expanding economy than commerce with Asia or Africa. 

 Explain what drew Africa into the global economy 

 Describe the Navigation Acts. 

 Explain how competition between European powers triggered wars that 

involved the distant territories that Europeans sought to control. 

 Identify and describe the causes and effects of the Seven Years‟ War. 

 Identify and describe the causes and effects of the War of Austrian 

Succession. 

 

 Compare and contrast the population increases across Europe. 

 Analyze the economic and social consequences of the eighteenth-

century Agricultural Revolution. 

 Analyze attitudes and responses to the “poor” in Europe. 

 Compare and contrast British and French colonial possessions and 

interests at the onset of the Seven Years‟ War. 

 Explain how the Treaty of Paris preserved the balance of power in 

Europe, but drew the peoples of North America and India into closer 

relations with the British. 

 Compare and contrast elite and popular culture. 

 

 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 The Enlightenment‟s focus on progress improved life in European society.  Despite the Enlightenment‟s focus on progress, life for the 

overwhelming majority of the population in the eighteenth century 

remained a struggle with poverty and uncertainty.   
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #11:    The French Revolution and Napoleonic Europe    GRADE:   11-12        

 

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Evaluate the extent to which Enlightenment ideas about religion and society shaped the policies of the French Revolution. 

Free-Response Essay:  Assess the extent to which the aspirations of the major social groups on the eve of the French Revolution were achieved during the 

revolution. 

Free-Response Essay:  Support or refute the following statement with reference to the political and cultural policies of Robespierre during the French 

Revolution:  “Political leaders committed to radical or extremist goals often exert authoritarian control in the name of higher values.” 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details 

to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 

relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, and 

evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

 The last years of the eighteenth century were a time of great upheaval as a series of revolutions and revolutionary wars challenged the old order of 

monarchs and aristocrats. Enlightenment values and ideals shaped the culture of critical and public debate that led to the challenging of traditional 

authority. The ideas of freedom and equality flourished and spread, with France becoming the leading revolutionary nation.  Napoleon nearly united 

Europe around the turn of the nineteenth century. Initially, many Europeans on the continent cooperated with his designs.  However, in the end, most of 

Europe rallied together to resist his imperial ambitions, while opposition to Napoleonic rule also contributed to the growth of German nationalism. The 

Congress of Vienna sought to contain the power of France, and the Bourbons were restored to the throne. Nevertheless, the French Revolution and the 

Napoleonic empire introduced new forms of governance that were more effective than the monarchical styles of old. They also introduced new ideas 

about democracy, politics, and economics. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #11:    The French Revolution and Napoleonic Europe    GRADE:   11-12        

 

KNOW DO 

 List and describe the short-term and long-term causes of the French 

Revolution. 

 Identify and describe the composition and concerns of each of the 

three estates. 

 Sequence and summarize the phases of the French Revolution. 

 Explain the influence of various factions within the revolution, such as 

the Jacobins, Girondins, and the sans-culottes. 

 Identify and describe the significance of the Declaration of Rights of 

Man and Citizen. 

 Identify and describe the significance of the Civil Constitution of the 

Clergy. 

 Describe Maximilien Robespierre‟s role in the revolution. 

 Identify and describe the significance of the Declaration of Pillnitz. 

 Sequence and explain Napoleon‟s rise and fall from power. 

 Describe how Napoleon‟s reforms brought an end to existing feudal 

elements in France. 

 Identify and describe the significance of the Napoleonic codes. 

 Describe the Continental System. 

 Evaluate the extent to which Enlightenment ideas about religion 

and society shaped the policies of the French Revolution. 

 Assess the extent to which the aspirations of the major social 

groups on the eve of the French Revolution were achieved during 

the revolution. 

 Support or refute the following statement with reference to the 

political and cultural policies of Robespierre during the French 

Revolution:  “Political leaders committed to radical or extremist 

goals often exert authoritarian control in the name of higher 

values.” 

 Evaluate the following statement using examples referring to 

specific aspects of the Enlightenment and to Napoleon‟s policies 

and attitudes:  “Napoleon was a child of the Enlightenment.” 

 Analyze how the Napoleonic Codes shaped French life in the 

centuries following their implementation. 

 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Empowered by the Enlightenment, the French Revolution enabled a 

population of people to realize their radical hopes. 

 Participants of the French Revolution shared similar goals and 

ideologies. 

 Although many aspects of the old regime were destroyed, the most 

radical hopes of the revolution were never realized. 

 Participants varied in both social class and ideology. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  1 week     

UNIT #12:    The Industrial Revolution        GRADE:   11-12        

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.G:  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



28 

KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  1 week     

UNIT #12:    The Industrial Revolution        GRADE:   11-12        

UNDERSTANDINGS 

The Industrial Revolution first transformed England, and then spread to the continent. It enlarged the middle and working classes, whose 

political demands challenged the conservatism of monarchs, and led to the growth of large urban centers.  Moreover, it changed patterns of 

work, social class structure, and eventually altered the international balance of political power.   

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Analyze and describe the reforms that social critics and politicians of this period proposed to resolve problems 

pertaining to the conditions of the laboring classes and the problem of political stability. 

Free-Response Essay:  Analyze how economic and social developments affected women in England. 

Document-Based Essay:  Analyze the issues associated with the rise of industrialization. 

KNOW DO 

 Explain the origins of industrialization. 

 Identify and describe the social and economic consequences of 

industrialization. 

 Describe the role of the steam engine in industrialization. 

 Indentify and describe the significance of the key agents of 

industrialization. 

 Describe the significance of the 1851 Crystal Palace exhibition. 

 Examine national variations of industrial development. 

 Summarize the findings of the Sadler Commission. 

 Identify and describe the significance of the Luddites. 

 Analyze how economic and social developments affected women 

in England. 

 Compare and contrast perspectives on industrialization using 

primary sources. 

 Analyze and describe the reforms that social critics and 

politicians of this period proposed to resolve problems pertaining 

to the conditions of the laboring classes and the problem of 

political stability. 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Industrialism and capitalism are synonymous.  What distinguishes a capitalist from a non-capitalist society is not 

the existence of capital, but the ways in which the capital is 

controlled. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #13:   Ideologies and Revolts of the Nineteenth Century    GRADE:   11-12        

 

 

 
 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

The French and Industrial Revolutions sparked a proliferation of new movements and doctrines, or “isms,” many of which continue to exert 

an influence in the present. The triumph of the bourgeoisie left its mark on Europe, but the increasing estrangement of labor led to fears of 

renewed revolution. Politically, the powers that had defeated Napoleon sought to stem the tide of revolution, while making some concessions 

to liberalism both domestically and internationally. A schism emerged between an increasingly liberal western Europe and an autocratic 

eastern Europe, and instability was further exacerbated by the lack of an international system. The tensions between the repressive 

atmosphere established by the forces of reaction and the hopes still tied to notions of progress and individual rights would lead to the 

Revolutions of 1848.  However, the Revolutions of 1848 failed almost as rapidly as they won victories. While some governments made 

constitutional concessions, many resorted to military repression to stem the revolutionary tide.   
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #13:   Ideologies and Revolts of the Nineteenth Century    GRADE:   11-12        

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Compare and contrast political liberalism with political conservatism in the first half of the nineteenth century in Europe. 

KNOW DO 

 Describe the Congress of Vienna by identifying the dominant 

personalities, their positions, and the outcomes. 

 Describe the reasons for the reactionary policies of this period. 

 Describe the doctrines and identify the key proponents of laissez faire 

political economy, Romanticism, liberalism, radical republicanism, 

socialism, feminism, conservatism, humanitarianism, and nationalism.  

 Identify and describe the significance of the Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle 

(1818), the Congress of Troppau (1820), and the Congress of Verona 

(1822). 

 Describe how the Bach system was it intended to impose antirevolutionist 

ideas? 

 Describe the causes and effects of the Decembrist Revolt of 1825 in 

Russia. 

 Describe the causes and effects of the July Revolution of 1830 in France. 

 Describe the causes and effects of the 1830 revolutions in both Belgium 

and Poland. 

 Describe the causes and effects of the 1848 February Revolution in 

France. 

 Sequence and explain the rise and fall of Metternich.   

 Analyze the ways in which political and social views shaped the peace 

settlement of the Congress of Vienna and explain the consequences of the 

peace settlement for the period 1815 to 1848. 

 Compare and contrast political liberalism with political conservatism in the 

first half of the nineteenth century in Europe. 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 The nineteenth century revolutions were attributable to the universality of 

secret societies. 

 Although secret societies were in existence, the near simultaneous fall of 

governments primarily resulted from the shared desires of constitutional 

government, independence and unification of national groups, and an end 

to serfdom and manorial elements where they still existed. 
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   KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #14:   The Age of Nationalism        GRADE:   11-12        

 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Following the 1848 Revolution, romantic notions gave way to a new toughness of mind, which manifested itself in the philosophies of 

realism, materialism, and positivism.  From the 1860s and 1870s onward, the nation-state became the primary model of social, political, and 

economic organization in Europe. The large nation-states were consolidated through a two-fold process. Territorial integration was followed 

by a moral and psychological unification that often involved the expansion of liberal and representative institutions. The Crimean War, 

which weakened Austria and Russia, set the stage for the success of various European nationalist movements. Italy was unified through the 

efforts of Piedmont‟s prime minister Cavour and the republican Garibaldi and his followers, the Red Shirts. Bismarck‟s pragmatic use of 

power brought the North German Confederation into existence, which was then subsumed by a new German Empire dominated by Prussia. 

In Austria and Hungary, a bargain struck between Germans and Magyars brought unity at the expense of other nationalities. Imperial Russia 

underwent westernizing and liberal reforms during Alexander II‟s rule, sharing in the European-wide trend toward liberalism.  In addition, 

Japan emerged from several centuries of isolation, and transformed itself into a modern nation.  So, Nationalism, albeit somewhat 

unpredictably, emerged and served as the key organizing principle from 1850-1914. 
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   KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #14:   The Age of Nationalism        GRADE:   11-12        

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Document-Based Essay:  Analyze the efforts to unify Italy. 

Document-Based Essay:  Analyze the efforts to unify Germany. 

KNOW DO 

 Describe the characteristics of nation-states and their inhabitants. 

 Identify the participants and describe their roles in the unification of Italy. 

 Sequence the steps leading to Italian unification. 

 Identify and describe the problems that remained in Italy following 

unification. 

 Identify and describe the obstacles to German unification? 

 Identify the participants and describe their roles in the unification of 

Germany. 

 Sequence the steps leading to German unification. 

 Explain how Realpolitik served as justification for war? 

 Explain the role of the Ems Dispatch in German unification efforts. 

 Explain how the shift in attitude in the latter half of the nineteenth century 

reoriented people‟s view of the world? 

 Define positivism and explain the ways in which it was a repudiation of 

Romanticism and how it reinforced ideals of progress and scientific 

advancement? 

 Explain the role of the mir in Russian society and explain how it was 

affected following the 1861 act of Emancipation. 

 Explain the types of ideas that Russian liberals endorsed in the 1860s and 

1870s. 

 Explain how Japan became a modern nation-state. 

 Analyze how nationalism evolved so that it appealed not only to 

predominately middle-class liberals but also to the broad masses of society. 

 Evaluate the success of Cavour‟s strategy to remove Austrians from Italy. 

 Analyze why liberal nationalism failed in Germany and discuss the long-

term consequences of that failure. 

 Compare and contrast the autocracy of the Russian tsar with that of 

absolutism in Western Europe. 

 Evaluate the impact of westernization in Japan and Russia. 

 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 The triumph of nationalism was completely predictable. 

 Nationalism only posed a threat to conservatives such as Metternich. 

 The triumph of nationalism was not completely predictable as since 

1789 it had repeatedly failed to realize its goals. 

 Nationalism wears many masks and may be narrowly liberal or 

democratic and radical, or it can flourish in dictatorial states, which may 

be conservative, fascist, or communist. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  1 week     

UNIT #15:   European Economics, Politics, Society, & Culture:  1871-1914  GRADE:   11-12        

 

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Evaluate how democratic Britain and France became during La Belle Époque. 

Free-Response Essay:  Analyze how religion was threatened by the new scientific ideas in psychology, sciences, and philosophy. 

Document-Based Essay:  Identify and analyze the issues that motivated those who believed Captain Dreyfus should stand convicted of treason against the 

French Republic. 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details 

to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 

relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, and 

evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

In the half century between national consolidation and World War I, Europe attained unprecedented economic prosperity. Europe‟s population had 

expanded in the centuries after 1650, but then leveled off as small families became the norm.  The industrial revolution spread from Britain and Belgium 

to other European countries. A world market was created for the first time as the rest of the world was drawn into Europe‟s economic expansion by the 

demand for raw materials. The character of capitalism changed in this period, as large corporations increasingly dominated business. Politically, 

democracy advanced almost everywhere with the extension of universal male suffrage to the working classes. European countries confronted the 

challenges of labor‟s growing strength and the appeal of socialism with varying degrees of repression and democratic reforms.  In the sciences, the 

theories of Darwin and Einstein undermined older notions of the natural world. Freud, the new cultural anthropologists, and philosophers like Nietzsche, 

initiated a debate about the nature of human beings. Religion underwent a rigorous questioning, which the Catholic church responded to more effectively 

than did Protestants. Finally, although classical liberalism was indeed undermined, it did not disappear, but rather was transformed into a new liberalism. 

Under the influence of the new liberalism, Europeans embraced a greater role for government intervention in national economies. 
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COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  1 week     

UNIT #15:   European Economics, Politics, Society, & Culture:  1871-1914  GRADE:   11-12        
 

KNOW DO 

 Describe the materialistic bases of European definitions of civilization. 

 Identify and explain the causes of demographic growth within Europe. 

 Describe the changes in European society brought about by urban life, new 

family patterns, and extensive migration from Europe to other parts of the 

world.  

 Describe how the Industrial Revolution entered a new phase. 

 Discuss the advantages and insecurities of the newly-founded world market, as 

well as the opposition that capitalism aroused in socialist movements and labor. 

 Describe the renewed efforts to establish the Third Republic in France. 

 Explain the rise of British labor and Liberal responses to the founding of the 

Labour party. 

 Identify and describe the challenges presented to Bismarck‟s power by the 

Catholic Church and socialism.  

 Explain the advance of democracy. 

 Explain how changes in European economies and societies contributed to 

changes in political institutions. 

 Describe the spread and influence of industrial unionism. 

 Explain the schisms among European socialists and Marxists  

 Discuss the campaign for women‟s rights.  

 Discuss the impact of Darwin‟s theory of evolution, the new cultural 

anthropology, and Freudian psychoanalysis on ideas about race, religion, and 

human rationality. 

 Identify and explain the new currents in philosophy and the arts, which included 

agnosticism, thinkers like Nietzsche, and Impressionism. 

 Describe the Protestant and Catholic responses to the scientific and cultural 

trends of the age. 

 Explain how classical liberalism was undermined. 

 Identify and describe the characteristics of the new liberalism and the 

appearance of the welfare state. 

 Explain the debate over the rationality or irrationality of human beings. 

 Deduce the changes in capitalism in the late nineteenth century. 

 Analyze how capital accumulation altered European society. 

 Conclude how fears of both radicalism and authoritarianism shaped the institutions 

of France‟s Third Republic. 

 Examine how the Dreyfus Affair reflected tensions between republicans and their 

opponents? 

 Analyze how did Britain‟s Liberal and Conservative parties attempted to win 

working class support. 

 Evaluate how democratic Britain and France became during the La Belle Époque. 

 Compare and contrast how Fabians and Marxists differed in their views of 

socialism.  

 Analyze how religion was threatened by the new scientific ideas in psychology, 

sciences, and philosophy. 

 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 It is agreed that the West used science, technology, capitalist organization, and 

even its critical world-view to create its wealth and greater physical well-being.    

 It is not agreed upon what was more important in the West‟s accumulation of 

wealth.  Scholars also suggest that the West used is political and economic power 

to steal much of its riches continuing in the 19
th

 and 20
th

 century via colonialism. 



35 

KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #16:   Western Imperialism        GRADE:   11-12        

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

In the last two decades of the nineteenth century, the western, industrialized powers divided most of the world among themselves. The new imperialism was 

motivated by material incentives, such as the need for raw materials or the search for new materials, but religious and humanitarian impulses, the so-called 

civilizing mission of the imperialists, also played a role.  In the Americas, the U.S. justified its imperialist ambitions by claiming to protect countries like Mexico 

from European ambitions.  In Europe, the decline of the Ottoman empire provoked a scramble between European powers for control of the Balkans, Egypt, and 

Turkey. Early attempts at international regulation of colonialism in Africa failed, and rivalry embittered the relations between the principal contenders, Britain, 

France, and Germany.  In Asia, the Dutch and British ruled through a civil service, but a rebellion in India prompted a change of British policy.  Russian interests 

in Asia led to tensions with Britain and war with Japan. The Chinese faced a double threat from European and Japanese imperialism, but were ultimately forced 

to open their country to European traders through a series of wars.  This “new imperialism” was the capstone of underlying economic and technological progress. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Document-Based Essay:  Evaluate both the pros and cons of imperialism from both a European and non-European perspective. 

Free-Response Essay:  Compare and contrast how the British and Dutch differed in their educational and civil service policies. 

 

 

 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details 

to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 

relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, and 

evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 
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UNIT #16:   Western Imperialism        GRADE:   11-12        
 

KNOW DO 

 Define imperialism and describe the territorial and political domination 

entailed by the “new imperialism.” 

 Identify and describe the economic and non-economic motives of 

imperialism, as well as the socialist critiques of those motives. 

 Identify and describe the policies and concerns that justified and motivated 

U.S. imperialism in Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as in the 

Pacific islands. 

 Explain the process that yielded the decline of the Ottoman Empire and 

discuss European concerns over both its decline and potential reform. 

 Discuss the division of Africa among the European countries, and the failure 

of international regulation in preventing conflicts among competing 

European powers. 

 Describe European colonial rule in Asia, nationalist challenges to that rule, 

and tensions between British and Russian interests in the region. 

 Describe the imposition of the treaty system in China and discuss Chinese 

resistance to imperialism from both the west and Japan. 

 Explain how Japan‟s expansionist ambitions brought it into direct conflict 

with Russia. 

 Identify and discuss the concerns raised by the Russians‟ defeat by the 

Japanese, and the implications of that experience for both colonizers and 

colonized peoples. 

 Examine why Turkey was considered the “sick man of Europe” and 

evaluate the efforts to cure its ills. 

 Analyze why Turkey‟s weakness after the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-

1878 posed a threat to European stability and peace.  

 Outline the role of religious beliefs in sparking the Indian Mutiny in 

1857. 

 Compare and contrast how the British and Dutch differed in their 

educational and civil service policies. 

 Assess the advantages granted to Europeans stemming from the treaty 

system that was imposed on China. 

 Analyze why the U.S. and the British endorsed the Open Door policy. 

 Inventory the causes and effects of the 1904 war between Russia and 

Japan. 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Bismarck had long seen the value in colonies and desired to expand his 

country‟s political influence through the acquisition of colonies worldwide.   

 Imperialism during the latter part of the eighteenth century represented a 

continuation of imperialistic ambitions largely motivated by economic 

factors. 

 The new imperialism yielded significant economic gains. 

 Prior to the Berlin Conference, Bismarck, like many other European 

leaders, had seen little value in colonies. 

 Imperialism in the latter part of the eighteenth century contrasted 

sharply with the economic penetration of non-Western territories 

between 1816 and 1880.  This “new imperialism” centered on a rush to 

create or enlarge vast political empires abroad. 
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COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  2 weeks    

UNIT #17:   World War I & The Russian Revolution     GRADE:   11-12        

 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

After 1870, the possibility of war loomed over Europe.  The Great Powers formed unstable alliances with each other that pitted France, Britain, and Russia against 

the Triple Entente of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy.  After a series of crises in the Balkans, war broke out with the assassination of Archduke Francis 

Ferdinand, the heir to the Habsburg empire, in 1914.  Hopes that the war would end quickly dissipated as the warring powers settled into a stalemate. Russia, facing 

internal pressures related to the revolution it had undergone in 1917, signed a treaty with the Germans at the end of that year. The Americans began to mobilize, and 

their intervention led to Germany‟s surrender to the Allies in 1918. The German and Austrian-Hungarian empires collapsed, and Germany was forced to bear the 

brunt of the peace settlements. The Treaty of Versailles would prove a failure, as would the League of Nations, founded in hopes of preventing similar conflicts in 

the future. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the Treaty of Versailles. 

Document-Based Essay:  Analyze why WWI produced a sense of crisis in western culture and how it manifested itself culturally. 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details 

to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 

relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, and 

evidence. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.G:  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as 

in words) in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 
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UNIT #17:   World War I & The Russian Revolution     GRADE:   11-12        
 

KNOW DO 

 Enumerate the causes of WWI. 

 Summarize the course of the war on land and at sea. 

 Explain the circumstances surrounding the Russian withdrawal from the 

conflict. 

 Describe the Weimar Republic. 

 Explain the impact of the war on the role of government in national 

economies. 

 Cite examples of the shift in economic growth and influence globally as 

Europe suffered from inflation while the U.S. and other regions rapidly 

industrialized. 

 Explore the sense of crisis in the ideals of progress and western civilization 

provoked by the experiences of war. 

 Describe Wilson‟s attempts to prevent future conflicts. 

 Describe the provisions of the treaty of Versailles. 

 Sequence the steps leading to the fall of the tsar, the Bolsheviks‟ rise to 

power, and the ensuing civil war in Russia. 

 Describe the use of terror, first by the Bolsheviks, and then later by Stalin, as 

a means of consolidating power and eliminating dissent. 

 Identify and describe Lenin and Trotsky‟s contributions to Marxist thought. 

 List Soviet efforts to modernize the economy and Russian society. 

 Discuss the social costs and effects of Soviet economic planning. 

 Explain the influence of the Third International on colonized regions as it 

promoted world revolution. 

 Inventory the points that were agreed upon in the formation of the Triple 

Entente? 

 Analyze the causes of crisis in the Balkans. 

 Analyze how the war changed attitudes about work, consumerism, and the 

government‟s role in the economy. 

 Analyze why WWI produced a sense of crisis in western culture and how 

it manifested itself culturally. 

 Analyze the concerns of the French, British, and U.S. during peace 

negotiations.   

 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the Treaty of Versailles. 

 Inventory the sources of revolution in Russian society. 

 Differentiate between Mensheviks and Bolsheviks. 

 Analyze how “Bloody Sunday” served as a turning point in Russia‟s 

history. 

 Deduce and evaluate the degree to which the goals of the first Five Year 

Plan were met. 

 Assess the necessity of Stalin‟s tactics to deal with opposition and dissent. 

 

 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 The 1917 revolution in Russia was a carefully planned attack on the tsar.  

 Tsar Nicholas II desperately tried to remain in power following the 

declaration of a provisional government. 

 All participants of WWI signed the Treaty of Versailles. 

 The 1917 revolution in Russia was the result of an unplanned uprising of 

hungry, angry people in the capital. 

 Nicholas II abdicated three days after the declaration of a provisional 

government. 

 The U.S. rejected the Treaty of Versailles. 
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KNOW, UNDERSTAND, DO 
COURSE:   AP European History        TIME FRAME:  1 week     

UNIT #18:   The Age of Anxiety        GRADE:   11-12        

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Explain the causes and effects of the anti-imperialist revolts in Asia at the beginning of the twentieth-century. 

Document-Based Essay:  Evaluate how democratic Britain and France became in the twentieth-century. 
 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details 

to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 

relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, and 

evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Allied diplomats had met in 1919 with optimistic plans for building a lasting peace and most people hoped that life would return to normal after the trauma of 

total war.  Unfortunately, these hopes were in vain.  The First World War and the Russian Revolution hand mangled too many things beyond repair and great 

numbers of men and women felt themselves increasingly adrift in a strange, uncertain, and uncontrollable world.  As countries struggled to repair their 

economies, democracy in the form of widening suffrage and social legislation spread in the western European countries and in North America. The new eastern 

states undertook programs of modernization, and peasant parties became the greatest force of democracy. Germany faced challenges from radicals and the 

increasing economic pressures brought by war damages and reparations. In Asia, anti-imperialist, nationalist movements gained momentum, while Japan shocked 

the world with its own imperialist ambitions. The prosperity of the 1920s was brought to a halt as an agricultural depression and the crash of the New York stock 

exchange triggered a worldwide depression. The 1930s saw the rise of dictatorships in places where democratic institutions had not been firmly rooted. In the 

United States, FDR‟s New Deal transformed the relationship between the government and the economy, as Keynesian economics laid the foundations of the 

welfare state. In Britain, the Labour party doubled its representation, but a coalition government was only able to ameliorate the effects of the economic slump. 

France experienced the rise of fascism, but Popular Front coalitions of the left checked fascism‟s strength. In Italy and Germany, however, fascism and Nazism 

took dictatorship to new levels. Racism, violence, the repression of individual liberties, the corporative state, and increasing economic nationalism characterized 

the new totalitarianism, which would soon lead Europe into war as international cooperation disintegrated.   
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UNIT #18:   The Age of Anxiety        GRADE:   11-12        

 KNOW  DO 

 Explain how leaders dealt with the political dimensions of uncertainty and 

how they tried to re-establish real peace and prosperity between 1919 and 

1939. 

 Trace the advancement of democracy through suffrage and social 

legislation following WWI. 

 Describe the attempts of eastern European countries to modernize 

themselves. 

 Identify and describe the Young Turks. 

 Identify and describe the significance of Gandhi and Nehru. 

 Explain the tensions between the Nationalists and Communists in China. 

 Explain Japan‟s rapid modernization. 

 Describe how modernism and realism reflected the political, cultural, and 

economic conditions of the 1920s and 1930s. 

 Explain the rise of the Labour party in Britain. 

 Identify and explain France‟s troubles with fascist tendencies and the 

formation of the Popular Front. 

 Describe the fascist movement in Italy, its supporters, rule under 

Mussolini. 

 Explain Hilter‟s rise to power and the policies of the Nazi state. 

 Describe the origins and characteristics of totalitarianism. 

 Analyze the reasons whey leaders failed to re-establish peace and 

prosperity between 1919 and 1939. 

 Deduce the challenges of the Versailles Treaty. 

 Analyze the causes and effects of the Great Depression. 

 Assess FDR‟s New Deal with regard to meeting the challenges of 

economic crisis and the reaffirmation of American democracy. 

 Compare and contrast early twentieth century anti-imperialist movements. 

 Assess the degree to which western European countries became 

democratic in the twentieth century. 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Totalitarianism was a contemporary development. 

 Dictatorships became popular due to their ability to identify internal 

problems and deal effectively with them. 

 

 Totalitarianism was an outgrowth of historical developments.  The state 

was an institution that had continuously acquired new powers since the 

Middle Ages.  The twentieth-century totalitarian state, claiming absolute 

dominion over every department of life, carried this old development of 

state sovereignty to a new extreme.  As the state had clashed with the 

church for centuries, twentieth-century dictators did the same, but were 

often not merely anticlerical but anti-Christian. 

 Dictatorships tended to blame their troubles on forces outside of their 

countries and accused dissatisfied persons of conspiring with foreigners  

and established a conception of the “haves” and “have nots” in an attempt 

to reframe their problems of poverty into as international issues. 
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UNIT #19:   World War II         GRADE:   11-12        

 

 
 

 

 

 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details 

to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 

relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, and 

evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

UNDERSTANDINGS 

Dissatisfaction with the settlement of World War I led to renewed conflict in 1939. Nazi and fascist aggression initially met with apathy, but the fall of 

France mobilized Britain and later the U.S., along with other allies, in a struggle against the forces of totalitarianism. The war spread outside the 

boundaries of Europe to include colonized areas in Asia and Africa as Japan joined the Axis powers. The conflict took on global proportions and paved 

the way for the strengthening of anti-colonial forces after the war. The scale of destruction rivaled World War I, but the Nazi‟s “final solution” and the use 

of the atomic bomb set this conflict apart by the end of the war. The resolution of the war divided Germany and laid the foundations for the growing 

tensions between the U.S. and the Soviet Union. The Nuremberg trials and the founding of the U.N. symbolized a renewed effort at international 

cooperation. 
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UNIT #19:   World War II         GRADE:   11-12        

 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Identify and describe the factors that weakened the West in the face of Italian Fascism and German Nazism. 

KNOW DO 

 Identify and describe the factors that weakened the West in the 

face of Italian Fascism and German Nazism. 

 Describe the failed attempts at appeasing the revisionist powers 

and their ambitions. 

 Explain the Munich Crisis. 

 Identify the alliances that fought together during WWII. 

 Explain how the German invasion of Russia and entry of the 

United States shifted the course of the war. 

 Describe the Holocaust. 

 Understand the decision to use the atomic bomb against Japan. 

 Describe the Yalta and Potsdam agreements. 

 Describe the founding and role of the United Nations. 

 Assess the scale of global destruction the war entailed in both terms 

of life and economic damage. 

 Analyze perspectives regarding the agreements at Yalta and Potsdam, 

where the United States, Britain, and the Soviet Union disputed the 

boundaries and government of Poland, and the division and 

government of Germany. 

 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Appeasement was an effective policy at containing Hitler. 

 Totalitarian dictatorship was a terrible accident and the horrible 

atrocities committed by the likes of Stalin and Hitler can‟t or 

won‟t happen again. 

 Appeasement enticed Hitler to expand his influence. 

 Horrible atrocities continue to plague the world in modern times and 

recall the horrors of WWII, such as the Khmer Rouge infliction of 

genocide on its people in Kampuchea and the racially motivated civil 

wars in Bosnia and Rwanda. 
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UNDERSTANDINGS 

The Cold War, a conflict stemming from the conflicting ideologies of capitalism and communism and the relative strength of both the Soviet Union 

and the U.S. after WWII, shaped international relations for decades to come. The U.S. policy of containment led Americans into indirect conflicts 

with the Soviets in Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America as they sought to combat Soviet expansionism. Meanwhile, western Europe struggled 

to recover from the damages of the war, and with the aid granted by the Marshall Plan, experienced prosperity in the 1950s and „60s. Britain 

struggled the most to stimulate its economy, and confronted further problems with Northern Ireland. The Fourth Republic of France fell as a result 

of the war with Algiers, but stability was reestablished under De Gaulle. Italy and West Germany were transformed into democratic republics. The 

world economy was transformed by renewed efforts to establish international standards and to facilitate the expansion of the global economy. 

Europe moved closer to unification, at least economically. In eastern Europe, the Soviets consolidated their control, while in China, Mao Zedong 

and the Communists attempted to rapidly modernize the country and reinforce revolutionary zeal. 

COMMON ASSESSMENTS/CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Free-Response Essay:  Identify Mao Zedong‟s programs in China and explain their effects. 

Document-Based Essay:  Assess the role differing ideologies played in the origins of the Cold War. 

STANDARDS: 

PA Core Standards  History and Social Studies: 

CC.8.5.11-12.A:  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from 

specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole. 

CC.8.5.11-12.B:  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear 

the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

  CC.8.5.11-12.F:  Evaluate authors‟ differing points of view on the same historical event or issue by assessing the authors‟ claims, reasoning, 

and evidence. 

PA State Standards History: 

8.4.12.A:     Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development throughout 

world history. 

8.4.12.B:     Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 

8.4.12.C:     Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 
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UNIT #20:   The Cold War and Beyond       GRADE:   11-12        
 

KNOW DO 

 List the causes of the cold war. 

 Explain how Western Europe recovered from war and Nazism. 

 Identify the Truman Doctrine. 

 Explain how women‟s lives changed and promoted a revitalized 

women‟s movement. 

 Identify the Big Three. 

 Explain the Marshall Plan. 

 Describe the efforts at European integration and the founding of the 

European Community and Common Market. 

 Explain the significance of Khrushchev and describe his fall from 

power. 

 Describe the Brezhnev Doctrine. 

 Describe the victory of Chinese Communists over Nationalists in 

1949. 

 Describe the Chinese efforts at modernizing their society and 

economy during the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural 

Revolution. 

 Explain the misery index. 

 Identify and describe the emergence of NATO 

 Identify and explain the causes and effects of the Korean War. 

 Evaluate the degree to which communist Eastern Europe and the United 

States recovered from WWII in spite of the cold war. 

 Compare and contrast the policies of containment and détente. 

 Explain the process of decolonization. 

 Assess the significance of the Berlin Blockade and Airlift. 

 Explain the role of GATT in reshaping the global economy. 

MISCONCEPTIONS PROPER CONCEPTIONS 

 Basic patterns of motherhood and work remained largely unchanged 

during the cold war era. 

 All socialists are communists. 

 A growing emancipation of women in Europe and North America was one 

of the most significant transformations of the cold war era that prepared the 

way for a new generation of feminist thinkers in the 1970s and 1980s. 

 Socialism is a more general term which includes various political 

philosophies including communism.  Many Western European socialists 

during the cold war were opposed to Soviet-style communism.  Socialism is 

often used by advocates of mixed economies in which capitalism plays a 

substantial part, moderated by a government that regulates the economy to 

promote public welfare. 
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 Adaptations/Modifications for Students with I.E.P.s 

Adaptations or modifications to this planned course will allow exceptional students to earn credits toward graduation or develop skills necessary to 

make a transition from the school environment to community life and employment.  The I.E.P. team has determined that modifications to this planned 

course will meet the student‟s I.E.P. needs. 

Adaptations/Modifications may include but are not limited to: 

 INSTRUCTION CONTENT 

- Modification of instructional content and/or instructional approaches 

- Modification or deletion of some of the essential elements 

 

SETTING 

- Preferential seating 

 

METHODS 

- Additional clarification of content 

- Occasional need for one to one instruction 

- Minor adjustments or pacing according to the student‟s rate of mastery 

- Written work is difficult, use verbal/oral approaches 

- Modifications of assignments/testing 

- Reasonable extensions of time for task/project completion 

- Assignment sheet/notebook 

- Modified/adjusted mastery rates 

- Modified/adjusted grading criteria 

- Retesting opportunities 

 

MATERIALS 

- Supplemental texts and materials 

- Large print materials for visually impaired students 

- Outlines and/or study sheets 

- Carbonless notebook paper 

- Manipulative learning materials 

- Alternatives to writing (tape recorder/calculator) 


